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RELEASE DATE:

Please note that this announcement is strictly confidential until the release date of the 1st
August 2016 and until the official press release by Team Bahrain and our own press released
have been released. Ignoring this will incur a penalty and will be followed up in court.
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MERIDA EUROPE GMBH  Announcement

MERIDA BECOMES NEW EQUIPMENT SPONSOR AND SUPPLIER TO THE
NEW WORLDTOUR-EQUIPE ‘BAHRAIN MERIDA PRO CYCLING TEAM".

The negatiations have been on-going for months, but naw it is official: from the 1st January 2017 onwards MERIDA, the
brand of the 2nd biggest bicycle manufacturer in the world Merida Industry Co., Ltd, will, become the equipment sponsar of
the newly formed WorldTour ‘BAHRAIN MERIDA Pro Cycling Tearr'”. "We are delighted about this new chapter in our road
racing history. As a global supplier/manufacturer of bicycles we are looking Forward Lo developing these new and exciting
markets and are eager to support the ambitiens of Bahrain to bring the healthy sport of cycling to its people’, says Mr.
William Jeng, Senior Vice President Merida Industry Co., Ltd.

Since its entry into the WorldTour in 2013 as the equipment sponsor and supplier of TEAM LAMPRE-MERIDA, MERIDA has
grown & Lot as a brand. MERIDA has been able ta prove rmore than once that their praducts are on a par if not above the level
of other leading teams. MERIDA has also shown great progress over the years by constantly pushing the envelope of what is
technically possible and what helps the riders to achieve their goals.

In the eng, the cutcome of a race always comes down to the perfect combination of rider and machine and MERIDA is keen
to push its sportive goals to the next Llevel The opportunity to join the ambitious "BAHRAIN MERIDA Pro Cucling Tearn' will
allow the brand to do just that.

The Tour of Qatar', the Tour of Dubai” and the "Tour of Oman” as well a5 the Road Racing World Championships, which will
fake placein October 2016, have already started to introduce the world of road racing ta the Gulf region and have set a clear
sign for making cycling a sport for the masses.

For MERIDA as an international brand that is already available in 88 countries, but so far has little presence in the Guli
region, Bahrain and its neighbouring countries are an interesting growth market.

As a Taiwanese company with a Germany based R&D department as well as production facilities in the People’s Republic of
China, intercultural challenges and dealing with different political and social systems has been part of MERIDA's day to day
business since its very beginning in 1972. MERIDA is a firm believer in the unifying forces of cycling, even and particutarly

in countries where this seems to be unlikely at the present time. This is the reason why MERIDA can see a huge opportunity
in the '‘BAHRAIN MERIDA Pro Cycling Team', which will help to bring the sport of cycling with all its tacets across another
border and introduce it to mora and more people.

MERIDA is looking forward to supporting the team as a spansor and equipment supplier as well as an experienced sports
politics partner with more four decades of knowledge in bicycle manufacturing.

Dietails on the team roster of 'BAHRAIN MERIDA Pro Cycling Team' will be announced in due course.

—End-—
Caontact:

Michael Wkens
Intermatianal PR Manager

MERIDA corm
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Press Office contact:
press@bahraincyclingteam.com

A NEW TEAM ON THE HORIZON

PRIDE OF BAHRAIN

Wednesday 27 July 2016 - The Kingdom of Bahrain has today announced its support for a new professional cycling
team - Bahrain Cycling Team.

One of the first cycling teams to be based in the Middle East, it will be funded through a consortium of businesses
and partners from Bahrain. These partners are committed to the growth and development of the team and will
ensure the best conditions for its riders to achieve top results in the biggest races around the world.

Team selection will be announced at a later date, and will include internationally renowned athletes. Management is
comprised of globally recognised cycling experts, who have been selected for their commitment to a wholly
independent and results driven approach.

The decision to form the team comes after two years of careful planning and analysis of the growing sport of
professional road cycling, which has created a clear vision for the team. Interest in international cycling continues to
increase, with millions of people attending races to get close to the action, and tens of millions more watching on TV.
The Bahrain Cycling Team aims to showcase the Kingdom of Bahrain on this global stage, presenting the Kingdom as
a premier business and tourism destination, as well as supporting the growth of eycling within Bahrain and the
Middle East.

“We are thrilled to be able to announce the Bahrain Cycling Team today, as Bahrain holds a great Llove for this
growing sport,” said a spokesperson for the consortium, “As a country we already compete internationally in a range
of sports, and we want to continue this though our commitment to international cycling. Professional eyeling is one of
the most exhilarating sports in the world, and it is with the hope of enriching the global cycling scene that we take
part in this beautiful sport and hope to make the world around us a better place.”

Bahrain Cycling Team
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